RULES AND REGULATIONS
OMA SECTION ON GENERAL SURGERY
1. NAME
The name of the Section shall be the Section on “General Surgery”.

2. CONSTITUTION
The Section shall be constituted in accordance with the By-laws of the Ontario Medical Association.

3. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Section on General Surgery shall be : 
(a) to unify the general surgeons of the Province of Ontario
(b) to assist and encourage general surgeons to continually increase their professional knowledge, skills and proficiency;

(c) to act and speak as a recognized authority on behalf of and for the benefit of general surgeons and their interests through the Board of Directors of the Ontario Medical Association;
(d) to study and make representations as to suitable fees, based on services rendered, time consumed, and responsibilities undertaken that will represent reasonable compensation for general surgeons;

4. MEMBERSHIP
Membership in this Section is limited to members of the Ontario Medical Association who are Certified members of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada primarily in general surgery.  Any such physician who is also a member in good standing of the Ontario Medical Association may become a member of this Section by indicating his or her interest in the Section when annually arranging for Association membership, or by otherwise advising the Ontario Medical Association of his or her interest.

5.  OFFICERS
(a) The officers  of the Section shall be:

1. Chair

2. Vice-Chair

3. Past Chair

4. Secretary

5. Members-at-Large recommended by the Executive and elected at the annual business meeting. 

(b) The Officers shall be elected  in accordance with the provisions of the By-Laws of the Ontario Medical Association.  
(c) 
(d) Nominations for office shall be submitted by a Nominating Committee composed of the immediate three past Chairs of the Section, but other nominations  shall be  allowed.

6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(a) The Officers of the Section shall constitute the Executive Committee.
(b) Three members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum at Executive Committee meetings.
(c) The Executive Committee shall meet at the call of the Chair of the Section.

(d) The Executive Committee shall establish special committees as may be indicated between meetings of the Section and shall indicate who shall chair these committees

(e) The Executive Committee shall act for the Section between meetings of the Section members, but its actions shall be reported to the Section membership at least annually.

7. DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS
(a) Chair – The Chair shall:

1. call and conduct all general and special meetings of the Executive and all meetings of the Executive Committee;

2. be an ex-officio member of all Committees.
(b) Vice Chair – The Vice Chair shall:

1. assist the Chair in his/her duties;

2. assume powers of the Chair when he/she is absent.

(c) Secretary – The Secretary shall:

1. conduct all correspondence, be responsible for the recording of minutes of general, special and Executive Committee meetings;
2. advise the Ontario Medical Association head office of any mid-term changes in the officers of the Section;

3. transmit minutes of all meetings of the Section and its committees to the head office of the Ontario Medical Association to be inserted in the minute books provided for this purpose.

4. give at least t two weeks’ notice of all meetings.

(d) Past Chair – The Past Chair shall:
1. act as Chair of the Nominating Committee.

8. MEETINGS

(a) A general meeting of the membership of the Section may be held annually at the time of the Annual Meeting of the Ontario Medical Association.

(b) A special meeting of the Section may be called by the Chair at any time upon proper notification of all members of the Section.  Special meetings of the Section shall be called by the Chair within 30 days of receiving a written request for such meetings from 25 members of the Section.

(c) Ten members of the Section present at a meeting shall constitute a quorum.

(d) In the case of a deadlock of a vote at any meeting of the Section or Executive Committee, the Chair of the meeting shall have an additional casting vote.

9. COMMITTEES

1. Standing Committees

(a) The Standing Committees of the Section shall be:

1. a Program and Education Committee,

2. a Tariff Committee.  

(b) The Chair of each standing committee shall be elected at the annual general meeting of the Section by a majority vote of the Section members present.

(c) The Chair of each standing committee, in consultation with the Chair of the Section, shall appoint the members of the committee.

(d) Each standing committee shall consist of at least two members, including the Chair of the Section.

(e) The duties of each standing committee shall be designated by the Executive of the Section.

2. Special Committees

(a) The decision to establish and/or dissolve a special committee may be made by either a general meeting of the membership or the Executive Committee of the Section.

(b) The Chair and members of a special committee may be elected at a general meeting of the Section or appointed by the Executive Committee of the Section.

(c) At the time of the election or appointment of a special committee, the duties and responsibilities of the committee shall be determined.

10. AMENDMENTS

On 30 days' notice sent to all members, the Rules and Regulations of the Section on General Surgery may be amended by any meeting of the Section, or at a meeting specially convened for that purpose, by a majority vote of the members present, on the motion, duly seconded, of any member of the Section, and any amendment or amendments thereby passed shall have force and effect when approved by the Board of Directors of the Ontario Medical Association.

Approved by the Section on (General) Surgery – October 25, 1949

Approved by the OMA Board of Directors – December 1949

Change in name to “Section on General Surgery” approved by the OMA Board of Directors – October 1977

Amended by the Section on General Surgery – May 1, 1993

Amendments approved by the OMA Board of Directors – March 23 & 24, 1994
Amended by the Section on General Surgery – October 10, 2010
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